
English – Source Booklet – Year 8 – Track 1 – 2024                                                              Page 1 of 8 

DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM 
LIFELONG LEARNING AND EMPLOYABILITY 
Educational Assessment Unit  
 
Annual Examinations for Middle Schools 2024  
 

YEAR 8 ENGLISH SOURCE BOOKLET    
  

 

In this booklet, you will find the texts which you need to read to be able to 
answer the reading comprehension and literature questions in the Main 
Paper. 

SOURCE A 

 

 

 

 

Track 1 
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Sarah and Tim live next door to Dr Crumbleton, a mysterious scientist who has a 
fully-equipped lab in his basement. He was known to be testing an invisible potion.

 
 
 
 
 
5 
 
 
 
 
 
10 
 
 

Tim: [Whispering] I’ll pour a little into this flask, and we’ll split it 
between us. Imagine all the pranks we would pull! 
 
[Sarah nods in agreement, as Tim carefully fills a flask with the 
mysterious potion, while Dr. Crumbleton, an old scientist, with 
receding hair and with a moustache, is unaware of their 
presence.] 
 
[Whispering] Ready, Sarah? On the count of three, we gulp it 
down! [They both guzzled the liquid in the flask. There was a 
sound like a swarm of buzzing bumblebees having a dance 
party. Suddenly, they freeze and look at each other puzzled.] 
 
[Whispering] Uh, Sarah, I don’t feel any different. Do you? 
 

 
 
 
 
15 

Sarah: Nope, not at all. Maybe we did something wrong. Perhaps we 
needed to say some magic words! 
 
[They exchange disappointed glances just as Dr. Crumbleton 
turns around, spotting them.] 
 

 Dr. Crumbleton: [Shocked] Oh, my! What are you two doing here? 
 

 Tim: Uh, Dr. Crumbleton, we were just, um … 
 

 Sarah: We were curious about your Invisi-Brew, Sir. We thought it 
would be fun to try. 
 

20 Dr. Crumbleton: Ah, the Invisi-Brew! You see, my young friends, there was a 
slight miscalculation in the formula. Instead of turning you 
invisible, it turns you into … crumbly statues! 
 

 Tim: [Wide-eyed] Crumbly statues? You mean we’re stuck like fragile 
porcelain dolls? 
 

25 Sarah: This wasn’t part of the plan! 
 

 Dr. Crumbleton: I’m terribly sorry but you were never meant to do this. It’s like 
talking to a brick wall. Let me find the antidote before it starts to 
work. It should reverse the effects. [Dr. Crumbleton rummages 
through his shelves, searching for the correct potion.] 
 
 

SOURCE C: UNSEEN TEXT 
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30 Tim: [Whispering to Sarah] I can’t believe we were about to turn 
ourselves into crumbly statues! We’d be as brittle as a 
gingerbread house in a hurricane! 

 Sarah: Well, at least we’ll have an interesting story to tell. 
 

 
35 

Dr. Crumbleton: [Dr. Crumbleton returns, holding a vibrant vial.] 
I believe this is the antidote! Prepare yourselves. [Tim and 
Sarah take a deep breath as Dr. Crumbleton pours the antidote 
over them. They step back, covering their ears as the laboratory 
seems to go haywire with flashes of light, spewing sparks and 
sizzling sounds. Tim and Sarah reappear shaken but relieved.] 
 

40 Tim: Today was definitely a rollercoaster of emotions! We’ve learnt 
our lesson! 
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